International Relations: Current Events/Watching the News
Where do you get your news? Does the medium matter? How much can you trust “the media”?

How has the rise of “new media” (i.e. the internet) affected “print media” news outlets like newspa-
pers and magazines? Does wider availability of entertainment media mean people receive less news?
Does news have to become more entertaining (or sensationalist) to compete with entertainment media
for audiences?

How does international news get reported, compared to domestic news? What kind of international
news is important, and what gets ignored? What's in the international “public interest AR Mz " to
know?

Is objective reporting possible, or will bias always be a problem? Should objective, fact-based report-
ing be the most important goal? How does exposure to news affect our opinions?

Why is Western media so negative? Why are some major media websites not available in China?

The News — (news) anchorE#; (on the) beat#£). HHE broadcastl & columnist EFZ1EZR com-
mentaryINIAIRE ; 1L editorial/op-edE4m; Wie. 3L1A exclusive (video) footageRZR IR FA R
headline3k & “human interest” story/ “soft news " IA#TiE ., AMLELZE investigative journalismil&
MFTBIRE international correspondentEfRIBIHAR investigative reportiBE MRS journalism #TiE)
journalistic & lead (on an investigation) 8RS ; A5 muckrakerABB&E news media FBZHE on
the spot (reporterireporting) iz (ic&. RE) (the) pressHTBIR. RA press conference HB&LH
= reporter ic& (the) scoopMEFIE). BLRIE (to get) scooped RIMZKIRIE (news) segmentF Ex
top story#& R #f 8

Sources — anonymous source BE&XKIR expertE & eyewitness accountBHEERIFRAR first-hand
account?8 —F B hearsay 8 live-feedMiAIRIE nightcrawler RIBIFTEHIES reliable source ]
§E3KJR secondary source®t —3F . JREZKIR security camera footagefa IZRBRA R witness BE&

Types of Events — celebration ’KE2 commemorationfC& (1XI) crisis&EHl dilemma RIE disas-
terSCXE dispute fim fiasco2MK massacre ABR meeting&1X natural disasterBRAME quagmire
BB, BB speechitid summit IES

Problems in Journalism — “agenda-setting model” of media influence R A EMHMNIXFIREERN
biasfmf censorshipBF& classified information (X) MEER feeding frenzyWEFES  “hypoder-
mic model” of media influence R TNIESIIREL", FER, IBIRPRHVAL FXKIERBREMKROZEMR "if it
bleeds it leads” WRFFBEAB AR MMB AU EIKS|A libel HEiE “man bites dog” AIRIE. ATEHA
RIXKMERTBIR: BIRANEHBE, ARBAZHE "minimal-effects model” of media influence F &
FMOANRNRKEL negativity propagandaEf& punditry/punditiX @k sensationalism# ANTE. MER
BX78 slanderifR8k. @A smear campaignik B Z ik 24-hour news cycle 24/\BJEER yellow journal-
ismPATLEE. KR, BESFRIBRKEHREANBSHNIEREXZ yesterday's news/ “old news” 13 B ¥ B/ [B#fr
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Comparative Politics: Current Events/Watching the News
Where do you get your news? Does the medium matter? How much can you trust “the media”?
How would you expect the media’s role, content, and relationship with the government to vary by a state's regime type?

How has the rise of “new media” (i.e. the internet) affected “print media” news outlets like newspapers and magazines?
Does wider availability of entertainment media mean people receive less news? Does news have to become more enter-
taining (or sensationalist) to compete with entertainment media for audiences?

Is objective reporting possible, or will bias always be a problem? Should objective, fact-based reporting be the most im-
portant goal?

How does exposure to news affect our opinions? Which of the three “models of media influence” do you find most accu-
rate?

Why is Western media so negative? Why are some major media websites not available in China?

China prides itself on the innovation of the new concept of “internet sovereignty” and the technical equipment and skills to
enable itself and other countries like North Korea to establish which media sources are allowed to enter the country and
generally control the internet within their borders.

Why do Western countries consider “freedom of the press” so important for liberal democracy? Do you think Western me-
dia outlets are really so free? What kinds of things can't be published or broadcast in them, and why? In the USA, the FCC
(Federal Communications Commission) is the agency which regulates the media, including licensing for TV and radio, and
some criticize it as a non-democratic institution which favors large corporations, effectively censoring what can be said in
U.S. media. Do you think smaller, independent or even “pirate” and “terrorist” media sources should be allowed to broad-

cast in the USA? Why/why not?
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